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el in a quiet corner, off TTK
Road, in Chennai's upmar-
ket Alwarpet, is the world’s
first alumni club for OTians.
Spread over 5,000 sq [, the
club is a “labour of love”, as Chand
Das, chief executive, ITC-education
and stationery products and business,
deseribes it. *“In 2008, IIT-Madras held
the pan-IIT conference. It was an op-
portunity for the alumni to bond. The
event established a natural momen-
tum for setting-up an alumni club,” he
Though the club is in Chen-
nal, it is for the over 2 lakh IITians.
It opened last October and boasts of

a restaurant, gym, conference room,
library and a card room where you
can play Scrabble, chess and other in-
door games. Credit must go to Mani
Iyer, renowned architect and an alum-
nus of IIT-Roorkee for creating an
aesthetic building in the minimalist
style. “The idea behind the club is to
bring the faculty and industry mem-
bers together in an informal setting
where they can discuss ideas,” savs
Deepak Mirza, co-founder, DAX Net-
works. “0Of course, it's also a place
for us to relive old memories.” Mirza
is an alumnus of IT-Eanpur and is
the club's president. The project cost

nearly 1.5 crore and it was complete-
ly borne by the alumni. As of now, the
¢lub has 300 members.

Das hopes that other cities will fol-
low suit and there will be a chain of
IT alumni clubs all over the world.
IOT-Bangalore has already announced
plans for a similar club.

Membership costs between %1-20
lakh. The club is offering an associate
membership for IIM grads at an an-
nual charge of ¥20,000. The members
hape to soon open a bigger club that
offers boarding facilities among oth-
ers. Log onto weww iitalumniclub.ong
toapply
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